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        At Shriners Children's, our team of specialists provides individualized care for your child with cerebral palsy.

Shriners Children's provides individualized specialty care for children with all types of cerebral palsy (CP), from mild cases that require minimal intervention to more complex diagnoses that necessitate a wider range of support services. In 2020, Shriners Children’s treated over 6,700 children with CP, and U.S. News & World Report ranked six of our locations among the "best children’s hospitals for orthopedics" in the United States.

Learning to support your child with CP can be challenging for you as a caregiver. Our multidisciplinary care team can assist in maximizing your child’s function. This may include orthopedic services, physical medicine and rehabilitation services, physical therapy and occupational therapy. Your child may also receive speech language therapy, nutrition services, and a review of bracing and equipment needs.

Since the types and severity of CP can greatly vary, every child with CP can benefit from an individualized treatment plan to thrive. Our care teams are guided by the latest research combined with their years of experience to develop a plan, in collaboration with you and your child. 

What is Cerebral Palsy?

Cerebral palsy is a general term applied to many conditions that can result from a disturbance to the developing brain. CP affects muscle tone, movement and coordination. This can make it difficult for a child to control the movement of their body. Common activities like speaking, standing or sitting can be challenging. Some children may have associated health conditions related to cognition, speech, vision, hearing, breathing issues or difficulty eating and swallowing.

How is CP Diagnosed?

Parents typically recognize early signs of delayed development in their child, such as difficulty talking, sitting, standing, walking and eating, or increased or decreased muscle tone. A pediatrician or neurologist may be able to diagnose CP by 18 months of age. A definitive diagnosis may not be made until 24 to 30 months of age, as there can be other causes of these symptoms. An MRI of the brain is often obtained to help with identifying a diagnosis. In some cases, genetic testing is required. There is no specific test for diagnosing CP.

How We Can Help

We have a multidisciplinary neuromuscular team to provide care for your child with CP. Team members include: orthopedic surgeons, physical medicine and rehabilitation physicians; physical, occupational and speech therapists; nutritionists, social workers and orthotic specialists. The goal of the team is to maximize the function of your child. 

Learn more below about treatment options for cerebral palsy.

Specific treatments and services may vary by location. Please contact a specific location for more information.

    

            
                
                        
                            Learn About Treatments for CP

                            
                                
                                    Shriners Children's understands the complex nature of CP. Our renowned team of specialists includes physicians and nurses; physical, occupational and speech therapists; social workers, care managers and RN care managers. They embrace a collaborative attitude, inviting families into the planning and treatment process. Possible treatments and related services include:

Motion Analysis

Many of our locations have a motion analysis center designed to evaluate patient movement patterns. Motion analysis assists the medical team in developing a custom approach to improve a child’s function, based on this objective measuring technique.

Tone Management 

Tone management is a nonsurgical approach to decrease spasticity (a condition where certain muscles are continuously contracted). The goal is to improve function and the ability to sit, stand and in some cases begin walking. Neuromuscular blocking injections, medication pumps, bracing, stretching and oral medications are some of the treatment options available at our orthopedic locations.

Orthotics

Orthotics support the alignment of the upper and lower extremities. They can also help with stability while walking.

Pediatric Rehabilitation Services

These services may include occupational and physical therapy, aqua therapy, speech-language pathology, locomotion/walking therapy using a robotic-assisted treadmill (Lokomat), upper extremity robotic training (ARMEO) and electrical stimulation.

Assistive Device Evaluations

Our trained team of physical therapists and providers work together to recommend and prescribe equipment that can include crutches, walkers and specialty wheelchairs to aid in mobility.

Orthopedic Surgery

Internationally recognized surgeons at Shriners Children's provide complex surgical care to ambulatory and nonambulatory children with congenital and acquired conditions. Surgical procedures vary greatly from case to case, but all are aimed at improving function and independence as much as possible. This may include surgery to foster mobility or a procedure to address a secondary condition that's hindering normal functioning.

                                

                            

                        
                

            
 


        

        
            
                
                    
                
            
            
                
                    
                
            
            
                
                    
                
            
            
                
                    
                
            
            
                
                    
                
            
            
                
                    
                
            
            
                
                    
                
            
            
                
                    
                
            
            
                
                    
                
            
            
                
                    
                
            

        


    
            
                Irvin started with limited movement on the right side of his body. Bracing, physical therapy and the hospital’s BFit power-based exercise and cycling programs improved his mobility, and gave him the confidence and endurance he needed.

                    Isabel, Springfield, Massachusetts
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Compassionate, innovative care that improves the quality of life for children and their families.        

    


        

    




        
            
                
                    
                            
Locations for Cerebral Palsy care                            

Browse Care Locations                    

                

                
                    
                        Browse Care Locations
                        
                            
Shriners Hospitals for Children Canada
Shriners Children's Chicago
Shriners Children's Erie
Shriners Children's Florida Extended Care
Shriners Children's Greenville
Shriners Children's Hawaii
Shriners Children's Lexington
Shriners Children's Mexico
Shriners Children's New England
Shriners Children's Northern California
Shriners Children's Philadelphia
Shriners Children's Portland
Shriners Children's Salt Lake City
Shriners Children's Shreveport
Shriners Children's Southern California
Shriners Children's Spokane
Shriners Children's St. Louis
Shriners Children's Texas
Shriners Children's Twin Cities
Shriners Children's Tijuana Clinic
Shriners Children's Monterrey Clinic
Shriners Children's Boys Town Clinic
Shriners Children's Kalispell Clinic
Shriners Children's Fairbanks Clinic
Shriners Children's Rapid City Clinic
Shriners Children's Tri-Cities Clinic
Shriners Children's Yakima Clinic
Shriners Children's Bismarck Clinic
Shriners Children's Medford Clinic


                        

                        
                            
Shriners Children's provides specialty health care to children around the world. We offer a comprehensive range of treatments, services and support to improve the quality of our patients’ lives and help them reach their full potential.
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            {"items":[{"title":"Shriners Children's Monterrey Clinic","image":"https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/-/media/images/shc/location-entities/mexico/female_patient_female_provider_960x640_247158.ashx","imageAlt":null,"text":null,"ctaItem":{"ctaLinkIcon":"/assets/images/icon-pen-white.svg","ctaLinkText":"More About This Location","ctaLink":"/en/Locations/Mexico/Clinics/Monterrey"},"itemId":"59b1e5f4-5b39-415a-a77f-e130b94a065a"},{"title":"Shriners Children's Boys Town Clinic","image":"https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/-/media/images/shc/location-entities/twin-cities/male_clinic_patient_with_orthotic_devices_961x640_121350.ashx","imageAlt":null,"text":null,"ctaItem":{"ctaLinkIcon":"/assets/images/icon-pen-white.svg","ctaLinkText":"More About This Location","ctaLink":"/en/Locations/Twin-Cities/Clinics/Boys-Town-Clinic"},"itemId":"128bf0b4-6079-4481-b3a7-7f0c8f7442be"},{"title":"Shriners Children's Hawaii","image":"https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/-/media/images/shc/location-entities/hawaii/honolulu_hospital_exterior_961x640_284.ashx","imageAlt":null,"text":"Pediatric specialty care for children throughout Hawaii and beyond","ctaItem":{"ctaLinkIcon":"/assets/images/icon-pen-white.svg","ctaLinkText":"More About This Location","ctaLink":"/en/Locations/Hawaii"},"itemId":"d06e3dc7-5685-4839-a75c-c8a154c874d2"},{"title":"Shriners Children's St. Louis","image":"https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/-/media/images/shc/location-entities/st-louis/st_louis_hospital_exterior_961x640_298.ashx","imageAlt":null,"text":null,"ctaItem":{"ctaLinkIcon":"/assets/images/icon-pen-white.svg","ctaLinkText":"More About This Location","ctaLink":"/en/Locations/St-Louis"},"itemId":"5603c75f-6a8f-41e8-8d1a-a1b5e82b8940"},{"title":"Shriners Children's Texas","image":"https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/-/media/images/shc/location-entities/texas/texas_building_exterior_961x640_63296.ashx","imageAlt":null,"text":null,"ctaItem":{"ctaLinkIcon":"/assets/images/icon-pen-white.svg","ctaLinkText":"More About This Location","ctaLink":"/en/Locations/Texas"},"itemId":"a32d4e02-f720-4176-b90b-80f85649936c"},{"title":"Shriners Children's Kalispell Clinic","image":"https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/-/media/images/shc/location-entities/spokane/patient_mother_961x640_65796.ashx","imageAlt":null,"text":"The Shriners Children's Kalispell Clinic is convenient for those who live in Montana.","ctaItem":{"ctaLinkIcon":"/assets/images/icon-pen-white.svg","ctaLinkText":"More About This Location","ctaLink":"/en/Locations/Spokane/Clinics/Kalispell-Clinic"},"itemId":"7f67549e-60df-47ae-84cb-f6bd879e62ca"},{"title":"Shriners Children's Fairbanks Clinic","image":"https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/-/media/images/shc/pediatric-care/patient_clinic_cast_961x640_66194.ashx","imageAlt":null,"text":null,"ctaItem":{"ctaLinkIcon":"/assets/images/icon-pen-white.svg","ctaLinkText":"More About This Location","ctaLink":"/en/Locations/Spokane/Clinics/Fairbanks-Clinic"},"itemId":"a368a0a8-894a-4052-a512-84204be77def"},{"title":"Shriners Children's Rapid City Clinic","image":"https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/-/media/images/shc/location-entities/twin-cities/female_patient_961x640_65382.ashx","imageAlt":null,"text":null,"ctaItem":{"ctaLinkIcon":"/assets/images/icon-pen-white.svg","ctaLinkText":"More About This Location","ctaLink":"/en/Locations/Twin-Cities/Clinics/Rapid-City-Clinic"},"itemId":"99fee9b6-7dc6-44a4-b820-c276064ddbe4"},{"title":"Shriners Children's Tijuana Clinic","image":"https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/-/media/images/shc/location-entities/southern-california/hospital_angeles_hospital_exterior_961x640_42017.ashx","imageAlt":null,"text":null,"ctaItem":{"ctaLinkIcon":"/assets/images/icon-pen-white.svg","ctaLinkText":"More About This Location","ctaLink":"/en/Locations/Mexico/Clinics/Tijuana-Clinic"},"itemId":"9cd476f5-865f-4431-bb20-b324f214de86"},{"title":"Shriners Children's Tri-Cities Clinic","image":"https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/-/media/images/shc/location-entities/spokane/kadlec_clinic_961x640_85786.ashx?sc_lang=en","imageAlt":null,"text":"The Shriners Children's Tri-Cities Clinic is convenient for those who live in central Washington.","ctaItem":{"ctaLinkIcon":"/assets/images/icon-pen-white.svg","ctaLinkText":"More About This Location","ctaLink":"/en/Locations/Spokane/Clinics/Tri-Cities-Clinic"},"itemId":"051085b9-83a2-40c1-a414-20b7df5315b4"},{"title":"Shriners Children's Yakima Clinic","image":"https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/-/media/images/shc/location-entities/spokane/new_life_clinic_961x640_190400.ashx?sc_lang=en","imageAlt":null,"text":null,"ctaItem":{"ctaLinkIcon":"/assets/images/icon-pen-white.svg","ctaLinkText":"More About This Location","ctaLink":"/en/Locations/Spokane/Clinics/Yakima-Clinic"},"itemId":"4aaf4dd3-ed11-496a-8545-7120db30ebbb"},{"title":"Shriners Children's Lexington","image":"https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/-/media/images/shc/location-entities/lexington/lexington_building_exterior_961x640_16062.ashx","imageAlt":null,"text":null,"ctaItem":{"ctaLinkIcon":"/assets/images/icon-pen-white.svg","ctaLinkText":"More About This Location","ctaLink":"/en/Locations/Lexington"},"itemId":"56377c4e-fade-41e8-a056-d3b0a5beee62"},{"title":"Shriners Children's Erie","image":"https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/-/media/images/shc/location-entities/erie/erie_building_exterior_961x640_63710.ashx","imageAlt":null,"text":"Pediatric specialty care for children throughout Pennsylvania and beyond","ctaItem":{"ctaLinkIcon":"/assets/images/icon-pen-white.svg","ctaLinkText":"More About This Location","ctaLink":"/en/Locations/Erie"},"itemId":"621762eb-f29e-42c1-b6d5-759ea1575336"},{"title":"Shriners Children's Twin Cities","image":"https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/-/media/images/shc/location-entities/twin-cities/twin_cities_building_exterior_961x640_65422.ashx","imageAlt":null,"text":null,"ctaItem":{"ctaLinkIcon":"/assets/images/icon-pen-white.svg","ctaLinkText":"More About This Location","ctaLink":"/en/Locations/Twin-Cities"},"itemId":"058ff587-891a-4c75-8853-9a15542fd911"},{"title":"Shriners Children's New England","image":"https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/-/media/images/shc/location-entities/new-england/springfield_building_exterior_961x640_63900.ashx","imageAlt":null,"text":null,"ctaItem":{"ctaLinkIcon":"/assets/images/icon-pen-white.svg","ctaLinkText":"More About This Location","ctaLink":"/en/Locations/New-England"},"itemId":"0378db05-94c6-49b9-ba00-72d4317b4d4a"},{"title":"Shriners Children's Mexico","image":"https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/-/media/images/shc/location-entities/mexico/mexico_hospital_exterior_961x640_62500.ashx","imageAlt":null,"text":null,"ctaItem":{"ctaLinkIcon":"/assets/images/icon-pen-white.svg","ctaLinkText":"More About This Location","ctaLink":"/en/Locations/Mexico"},"itemId":"038454f1-2cf5-4df9-9b3a-157f4d7e8a2f"},{"title":"Shriners Children's Bismarck Clinic","image":"https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/-/media/images/shc/location-entities/twin-cities/female_patient_in_hallway_961x640_66564.ashx","imageAlt":null,"text":"The Bismarck Clinic of Shriners Children's Twin Cities is convenient for those who live in the Bismarck, North Dakota area.","ctaItem":{"ctaLinkIcon":"/assets/images/icon-pen-white.svg","ctaLinkText":"More About This Location","ctaLink":"/en/Locations/Twin-Cities/Clinics/Bismarck-Clinic"},"itemId":"193f60e7-06d4-400d-82f7-3e6557dc13b6"},{"title":"Shriners Children's Medford Clinic","image":"https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/-/media/images/shc/location-entities/portland/medford_clinic_960x640_160832.ashx","imageAlt":null,"text":null,"ctaItem":{"ctaLinkIcon":"/assets/images/icon-pen-white.svg","ctaLinkText":"More About This Location","ctaLink":"/en/Locations/Portland/Clinics/Medford-Clinic"},"itemId":"2676282c-b73c-41d3-af10-cd3a293e5598"},{"title":"Shriners Children's Salt Lake City","image":"https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/-/media/images/shc/location-entities/salt-lake-city/salt_lake_city_hospital_exterior_961x640_37973.ashx","imageAlt":null,"text":null,"ctaItem":{"ctaLinkIcon":"/assets/images/icon-pen-white.svg","ctaLinkText":"More About This Location","ctaLink":"/en/Locations/Salt-Lake-City"},"itemId":"e95b0b3a-8781-4297-b048-046b1abd59e0"},{"title":"Shriners Children's Greenville","image":"https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/-/media/images/shc/location-entities/greenville/greenville_hospital_exterior_961x640_318.ashx","imageAlt":null,"text":"Pediatric specialty care for children throughout South Carolina and beyond","ctaItem":{"ctaLinkIcon":"/assets/images/icon-pen-white.svg","ctaLinkText":"More About This Location","ctaLink":"/en/Locations/Greenville"},"itemId":"ab596397-ce95-4df0-b34d-a8f5b40257a3"},{"title":"Shriners Children's Southern California","image":"https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/-/media/images/shc/location-entities/southern-california/front_of_building_961x640_60428.ashx","imageAlt":null,"text":"Pediatric specialty care for children throughout California and beyond","ctaItem":{"ctaLinkIcon":"/assets/images/icon-pen-white.svg","ctaLinkText":"More About This Location","ctaLink":"/en/Locations/Southern-California"},"itemId":"ffc85f4f-14e6-480d-80b2-456c9db492e9"},{"title":"Shriners Hospitals for Children Canada","image":"https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/-/media/images/shc/location-entities/canada/canada_hospital_exterior_961x640_65566.ashx","imageAlt":null,"text":"Pediatric specialty care for children throughout Montreal and beyond","ctaItem":{"ctaLinkIcon":"/assets/images/icon-pen-white.svg","ctaLinkText":"More About This Location","ctaLink":"/en/Locations/Canada"},"itemId":"e304f501-802a-473c-854b-e1e7274922bb"},{"title":"Shriners Children's Chicago","image":"https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/-/media/images/shc/location-entities/chicago/chicago_hospital_exterior_961x640_65608.ashx","imageAlt":null,"text":null,"ctaItem":{"ctaLinkIcon":"/assets/images/icon-pen-white.svg","ctaLinkText":"More About This Location","ctaLink":"/en/Locations/Chicago"},"itemId":"be4595bd-0b81-4f87-9e04-1a2141481d8a"},{"title":"Shriners Children's Northern California","image":"https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/-/media/images/shc/location-entities/ncal/sacramento_building_exterior_961x640_294.ashx","imageAlt":null,"text":null,"ctaItem":{"ctaLinkIcon":"/assets/images/icon-pen-white.svg","ctaLinkText":"More About This Location","ctaLink":"/en/Locations/Northern-California"},"itemId":"6912ff77-30d5-4c8a-bf67-783c912358d0"},{"title":"Shriners Children's Portland","image":"https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/-/media/images/shc/location-entities/portland/portland_building_exterior_961x640_63358.ashx","imageAlt":null,"text":"Pediatric specialty care for children throughout Oregon and beyond","ctaItem":{"ctaLinkIcon":"/assets/images/icon-pen-white.svg","ctaLinkText":"More About This Location","ctaLink":"/en/Locations/Portland"},"itemId":"8379ad6f-7220-497f-91f2-e0f8d341283a"},{"title":"Shriners Children's Florida Extended Care","image":"https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/-/media/images/shc/location-entities/florida/florida_illustration_960x640_326058205.ashx","imageAlt":null,"text":null,"ctaItem":{"ctaLinkIcon":"/assets/images/icon-pen-white.svg","ctaLinkText":"More About This Location","ctaLink":"/en/Locations/Florida"},"itemId":"a676f904-d419-4299-a0ba-73866cbc6eba"},{"title":"Shriners Children's Spokane","image":"https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/-/media/images/shc/location-entities/spokane/spokane_building_exterior_961x640_2011.ashx","imageAlt":null,"text":null,"ctaItem":{"ctaLinkIcon":"/assets/images/icon-pen-white.svg","ctaLinkText":"More About This Location","ctaLink":"/en/Locations/Spokane"},"itemId":"dcde3508-5aaa-4593-b2cc-9deb7b6e90e9"},{"title":"Shriners Children's Philadelphia","image":"https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/-/media/images/shc/location-entities/philadelphia/philadelphia_hospital_exterior_961x640_65326.ashx","imageAlt":null,"text":null,"ctaItem":{"ctaLinkIcon":"/assets/images/icon-pen-white.svg","ctaLinkText":"More About This Location","ctaLink":"/en/Locations/Philadelphia"},"itemId":"4ba856fc-9284-4234-b570-0006dc4d792a"},{"title":"Shriners Children's Shreveport","image":"https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/-/media/images/shc/location-entities/shreveport/shreveport_building_exterior_961x640_69307.ashx","imageAlt":null,"text":null,"ctaItem":{"ctaLinkIcon":"/assets/images/icon-pen-white.svg","ctaLinkText":"More About This Location","ctaLink":"/en/Locations/Shreveport"},"itemId":"e6b240cf-ad3e-4c40-84f9-8ea1b2bd7dc6"}]}
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                        Motion Analysis

                                            Many of our locations have a motion analysis center designed to evaluate patient movement patterns. Motion analysis is an objective measuring technique that assists the medical team in developing a custom approach to improve a child’s movement and function.
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                                        Motion Analysis

                                        
                                            The specialists in Shriners Children’s motion analysis centers collect and analyze movement-related data, like gait analysis, to help treat children with neuromuscular, acquired or congenital disorders.
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                                        Pediatric Orthotic and Prosthetic Services (POPS)

                                        
                                            Shriners Children’s Pediatric Orthotic and Prosthetic Services (POPS) designs, fits and manufactures orthotics and prosthetics for children from infants to young adults.
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                                        Pediatric Rehabilitation

                                        
                                            Shriners Children's specializes in supporting your child physically, developmentally and emotionally to reach his or her pediatric rehabilitation and therapy goals.
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                                        Tone Management

                                        
                                            Unusual tightness in your child's muscles (spasticity) or involuntary muscle contractions (dystonia) can interfere with their ability to perform tasks. Tone management services at Shriners Children’s help our patients control those muscles.
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                                        Orthopedic Surgery

                                        
                                            With their expertise in treating children from toddlers to teens, the pediatric orthopedic surgeons at Shriners Children’s understand the challenges of planning ahead for growing bones and bodies.
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                                        Serial Casting

                                        
                                            When a joint is unable to extend or flex, one of the connected muscles may be too tight or too short. To assist in turning the joint in the correct direction, Shriners Children's orthopedic specialists offer serial casting.
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                    Request an Appointment

                    
                

                Families and caregivers seeking treatment should start by contacting us for an appointment.

                
                    Get Started
                

            

        



        
            
                
                    Log in to the Patient Portal

                    
                

                Parents and guardians of existing patients can email, request records, schedule appointments and more.

                
                    Log in Now 
                

            

        



        
            
                
                    Refer a Patient

                    
                

                Physicians and healthcare providers can request appointments, start transfers or contact us with questions.

                
                    Send Referral
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                        Corporate Headquarters 

2900 N. Rocky Point Dr. 

Tampa, FL 33607

                    

                    
                        Shriners Hospitals for Children is a 501( c )(3) non-profit organization, commonly known as Shriners Children’s
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